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  IS THE PARVO VACCINE REALLY NECESSARY?

YES!
Parvovirus is a deadly disease which effects puppies and dogs of all ages.
It  causes  depression,  lack  of  appetite,  vomiting,  diarhoea  (often  bloody),  severe 
dehydration and death.  The virus lives in the lining of the intestines and causes damage. 
This  could  mean  that  part  of  the  intestines  be  passed  into  the  animals  stools.   The 
damaged intestinal wall allows all sorts of infections to cross over into the body.  The 
virus also depresses the dogs immune system making them susceptible to generalised 
infections.
Although any age of  dog can be effected young puppies are  most  susceptible  to  the 
disease.
Parvovirus is spread by contact with the vomit, drool and stools of infected dogs.  It does  
not require that your dog come into direct contact with a sick dog as the virus may be  

spread accidently by us on our feet or hands.
The strain of Parvovirus has changed over the years and the 
severity  of  the  disease  keeps  getting  worse.  Warwick  is 
certainly a hotspot for the more severe strains of the disease 
and  hence  patients  can  require  more  prolonged  and 
expensive treatment.
Treatment  includes  intravenous  fluids,  plasma  or  blood 
transfusions,  antibiotics,  antivomiting  medications  and 
analgesics.  Hospitalisation  requires  intensive  care  and 
isolation to minimise the risk of spreading the disease to 
any other dogs. This also adds to the cost of therapy.

This disease needs to be taken very seriously.
To prevent your dog from getting this disease:

     1. Vaccinate
         It is most important that puppies get vaccinated early 
and often. We advise this is done at 6-8, 12 and 16 weeks of 

age.  This coarse should be followed with annual boosters which are an ideal time for a 
general health check up.

2. Avoid  high  risk  areas  which  includes  anywhere 
that  dogs  (and  people)  frequent  eg  Yards  where 
there  has  been  a  parvo  case  in  the  last  2  years, 
Leslie Dam, the River walk and other parks.  Once 
your pup is fully vaccinated this is not important 
however  before  the  vaccination  coarse  has  been 
completed this may be critical to your dogs life.

Contact us for further advice
…............................................................................................

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
LETTER FROM LUCKY

(the Editor)
Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,

I just want to introduce myself to you and to 
let  you  know a  few home truths  about  what 
goes  on  around  here.  I'm  Lucky-  the  long-
legged lunatic dog- and I live out the back at 
Condamine Veterinary Clinic.
I  have found a niche here at  the Condamine 
Veterinary Clinic mostly through the goodwill 
of  a  caring and generous pet  owner but also 
with some wiley dealing on my behalf.
I  was  a  street-wise  young  pup  when  I 
contracted  Parvovirus  back  in  February  this 
year.   A  lovely  lady  brought  me  here  for 
treatment. Well that was quite an ordeal:
Two whole weeks on intravenous fluids, lots of 
injections,  lots  of  vomiting  and  bloody 
diarhoea (I can assure you that is even worse 
than  it  sounds)  and  a  blood  transfusion. 
Finally the team here pulled me through.  The 
deal was that they find a home for me.
If  you  take  the  time  to  read  the  article  on 
Parvovirus in the newsletter you can find out 
more about  this dreadful  disease and how to 
avoid it.
Well 3 months later I'm still here!!! The girls 
showed me off to lots of people and tried other 
ways of finding me a good home but I always 
sabotaged their attempts.
I would jump on the visitors, or playbite their 
hands or feet and for really interested people I 
sometimes had to resort to some 'inappropriate 
urination therapy'.   Of course I  also had my 
handy work on display- gardens freshly turned, 
washing  displayed  around  the  driveway  for 
easy  drying,  pruning  of  newly  planted  trees 
and  shredding  of  cardboard.  Not  wanting  to 
boast  but  I  believe  I  can  turn  my  paw  to 
whatever is asked of me.
Anyway I hope that you enjoy this Newsletter 
and that it is both informative and enjoyable to 
read.  If you have any suggestions for how the 
vet team can improve things drop us a email or 
such – of course I get  the last  bark on what 
happens.

Paws truly
Lucky

NEXT PUPPY 
PRESCHOOL

 CLASS 
STARTS:

MON 04.07.11
Call now to 

book!
(ages 8 – 16 weeks)

Congratulations to 
our latest graduates:

'Micky' Bennett
'Lockie-The Legend ' Troon

'Tayt' Burmester
'Lucky' from out the back

Lucie Manifold, Tarni Boyce, Zoe Cox 
& Cathy Marlton

Opening hours: 

8am – 5pm Monday to Friday

8:30am – 11:00am Saturday

185 Bracker Road 

Warwick

07 4667 1176

Dogs have owners, cats have staff. 

If you have enjoyed reading our newsletter, let us know and if 
you think someone else will enjoy it too, please forward it on.
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